Society of Children’s Book Writers and Illustrators
Reach for the Stars – Conference 2010
February 20, 2010
8:00 – 5.00 pm
Merrell Centre (www.merrellcentre.org)
6301 S Stadium Lane
Katy, TX 77494-1057
AMAZING SPEAKERS!  AMAZING OPPORTUNITIES!
Conference 2010 provides a unique opportunity to network with other writers, and learn about the world of publishing. 
Speakers in alphabetical order.
Alexandra Cooper, Editor, Simon and Schuster

Patrick Collins, Creative Director, Henry Holt & Co. (Portfolio critique only)

Sara Crowe, Agent, Harvey Klinger, Inc.
Nancy Ferensten, Editor-in- Chief, National Geographic

Ruta Rimas, Editor, Harper Collins

Lisa Ann Sandell, Author and Editor, Scholastic Press.

Cynthia Leitich Smith, Author and Teacher (Vermont College of Fine Arts)

CRITIQUES

Critiques are available to registered participants on a first come first serve basis.

Critique fees for each manuscript are National SCBWI Members: $30, Non-members $35.
For each critique you may submit one piece, up to 10 pages, in standard manuscript format. Guidelines for properly formatting a manuscript may be found at www.scbwi.org. A synopsis may be included as one of the ten pages. You will have ten minutes of one-on-one face time with your critique.
Register early to secure your slots, and then you'll have until January 1st to work on your manuscripts and get them in the mail. Instructions for sending manuscripts will be included with your confirmation.
The Joan Lowery Nixon Award : 
The Joan Lowery Nixon Memorial Award was established to honor the writer who so generously shared her time and talents with our members. Joan volunteered to mentor a writer whose manuscript submitted for the SCBWI-Houston conference was deemed nearest publication. Following Joan's death in 2003, Kathi Appelt, Newbury honor winner for “The Underneath” graciously took over the role of mentor in Joan’s memory.

Each speaker/critic will choose one manuscript that they think is “closest to publication.” Kathi Appelt will pick one of the six manuscripts and mentor the writer for a year. This is an incredible opportunity. To learn more about the Kathi, you can go to www.kathiappelt.com
We will have an amazing raffle and many door prizes to be won!

There will be a dinner at Mexican restaurant Los Cucos, 5305 Bell Patna Katy, TX 77494 at 5.30 pm after the Conference. All attendees are welcome. Cost of dinner is not included in the Conference fee. Each person will be responsible for the cost of their food and drink.

Hotel rooms are available at the Spring Hill Suites (Marriot) Texmati Drive, Katy, Texas, 77494 at a conference rate of 109$/night.(281-644-4455). The conference rate is available till the morning of Feb 5th 2010 or till rooms are available. 
Cancellation Policy:

· After February 5, 2010 – 80% refund

· Before February 5, 2010 – 100% refund

