Fun Classroom Activities

Fun activities are a great way to incorporate speaker visits into the classroom. Use them to prepare students for an upcoming event and as follow-up to a speaker visit. Here are some suggestions to get you started!  For other ideas, check out author and illustrator’s websites; many include activities particularly suited to his/her books.

· To make the day more memorable and festive you may want to come up with a theme for the speaker day.  Perhaps the students could get involved and vote on the theme.
· Posting posters with the speaker's photo and book covers, a week or two early, helps students get excited about the upcoming visit. 

· As a class project, make a collage relating to the speaker and the speaker’s books. It makes a great welcome sign!

· Practice letter writing by having the class pick one of the speaker’s book characters to write to. Encourage them to express in the letter why they chose those particular characters.

· Have students write a “press release” about the upcoming speaker event and read it over the school’s PA system. 

· Urge students to prepare questions in advance so they can hold a “press conference” on the day of the event. As a follow up to the event, ask them to write an article for the school newspaper or website.  Some students can be official event photographers!

· Play “Book Baseball.” Here’s how: Set up three “bases” and a home plate. Divide class into two teams. Find out which team knows the most about the visiting speaker. Quiz each “batter” on info gleaned from speaker’s website. For every right answer, the batter advances. Every wrong answer is a strike. 

· “Is That a Fact?” If your speaker is a zany brainy nonfiction author, play fact trivia with tidbits of info from his/her books. Be sure to throw in some fact or fiction questions.

· Explain a book blurb, then have the class write their own catchy summaries of the speaker’s books.

· As a class project, make a collage relating to the speaker and the speaker’s books. It makes a great welcome sign!

· In preparation for an illustrator’s visit, copy the text from one of his/her books and ask students to draw pictures to go with the text. Afterwards, compare these illustrations with those in the book. On the big day, be sure to share the student’s efforts with your guest! 

· Do a compare and contrast. Many children have never seen the author or illustrator who is scheduled to speak. After reading one or two of that person’s books, have the students draw a picture of what they think he/she looks like. Old? Young? Tall? Short? Discuss what makes them think the author or illustrator  looks that way. After the speaker’s visit return the drawings to the students and have them compare them to the real person.

· As research, have the students peruse the speaker’s website to answer questions such as “Name the third book he published.” “When did she begin writing or illustrating?” “Which books did he/she base on real life events?”

· Practice letter writing by having the class pick one of the speaker’s book characters to write to. Encourage them to express in the letter why they chose those particular characters.

· Many picture books use a concept known as ‘the rule of three.’ Three events happen subsequently before the resolution. Discuss the rule of three with the class and have them list the events of one of the speaker’s books. Did the rule apply, and what are the three events that took place?

· Explain a book blurb, then have students write their own catchy summaries of the speaker’s books.

· Fact or fiction? Ask the class if there is something in an author’s book that genuinely distinguishes it as fiction. Could the events really happen? Do the characters seem real? Is anything about the plot or setting too farfetched or on the realm of absurd? 

· If the speaker agrees with this suggestion, he/she could share lunch with the kids.  This could be a small gathering of students who have won a writing or illustrating contest which was set up along with the speaker visit.  
· Keep in mind that authors who write nonfiction aren’t always as popular as fiction authors—likewise with non-fiction illustrators— but their books and visits can open up a whole new avenue to learning and endless curriculum possibilities.

